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SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSADOR ARUN PHANUPHONG AS UNDER 
SECRETARY OF STATE AT MFA 

1 . IN COURSE OF CALL ON HIM BY DCM JAN 23 THAI AMBASSADOR 
TO U.S. ARUN PHANUPHONG CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT HE 
HAD BEEN APPROVED BY CABINET ON JAN 16 AS UNDER SECRETARY 
OF STATE AT MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE SAID THAT HE 
HAD SENT INSTRUCTIONS TO THAI EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON TO 
INFORM DEPARTMENT OF TERMINATION OF HIS MISSION TO U.S. 

AS OF JAN 16. 

2. REGARDING HIS REPLACEMENT AS AMBASSADOR TO U.S.. ARUN 
NOTED THAT UNDER SECRETARY IS NO LONGER DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
IN SELECTION OF AMBASSADORS, WHICH IS MATTER NOW IN HANDS 
OF FOREIGN MINISTER AND PRIME MINISTER. HE ADDED THAT HE 
HAD BEEN ASKED TO DRAFT LEGISLATION MAKING IT POSSIBLE TO 
APPOINT AMBASSADORS FROM OUTSIDE THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
AND OVER 60 YEARS OF AGE (AGE 60 IS MANDATORY RETIREMENT 
LIMIT FOR THAI MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE OFFICERS). 

3. WHILE HE HAD NO DIRECT KNOWLEDGE, ARUN SPECULATED 
THAT THIS CHANGE IN LEGISLATION RELATED TO PRIMIN'S 
DESIRE TO APPOINT SOMEONE OUTSIDE OF CURRENT FONMIN STAFF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO WASHINGTON. PARENTHETICALLY, HE ALSO NOTED PRESS 
REPORTS LAST WEEK THAT SECRETARY-GENERAL OF CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION, COL. CHINDA NA SONGKHLA, HAD BEEN APPROACHED 
BY PRIMIN TO BE AMBASSADOR TO U.S. BUT APPARENTLY HAD 
TURNED DOWN OFFER. CHINDA RESIGNED RECENTLY FROM HIS 
CIVIL SERVICE POSITION IN PROTEST OVER RECENT GOVERNMENT 
ACTIONS ON AMENDING CIVIL SERVICE REFORMS WHICH CHINDA 
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HAD PERSONALLY RECOMMENDED. 
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